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MINUTE OF EXERCISES. 


From the published extracts of the pro- 
ceedings of the late New York Yearly Meet- 
ing we have selected the minute of exercises 
of men’s branch, also the reports of some of 
the standing committees of that body, all of 
which will we feel assured bé read with inte- 
rest. 


At our opening session the petition was 
raised invoking the Divine blessing upon our 
deliberations, and that the qualification 
King Solomon prayed for, “ wisdom and un- 
derstanding,” might be mercifully furnished 
to secure in our annual gathering the answer 
of peace and increased dedication to the ser- 
vice of our Heavenly Father. 

With gratitude for the privilege of again 
assembling, we see with sadness places vacant 
since last year, when we were cheered by the 
continued stay of several aged counsellors 
now removed. 

The value of organization, wherein can be 
centred the aids of varied experience and 

rowth in our militant church when cemented 

y the unity of the Spirit, which is the bond 
of peace, remains unquestioned. This fea- 
ture of our religious Society has been ad- 
verted to. The condescension and brotherly 
regard to the exercised and solitary traveler, 
in our religious concerns, patiently awaiting 
conviction, rather than attempting change of 
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mind by pressure, regarding less the numeri- 
cal approval indicated than the preyalence 
of that feeling which evinces, “One is your 
Master, even Christ, and all ye are breth- 
ren.” 

The examination of the condition of our 
Society, as exhibited by the reports from the 
subordinate meetings, occasioned feeling tes- 
timonies. 

The early consecration of the affections to 
the Lord when the fervent aspiration prevails 
“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and 
renew a right*spirit within me,” is the path- 
a to holiness. 

he attention of meetings for social wor- 
ship and discipline, was emphasized as a rea- 
sonable duty now, as when cited by the emi- 
nent apostle. 

Though sacrifice may be called for, in- 
stances were adduced of the compensation 
following in peace of mind when waitin 
upon the Lord for the renewal of spiritu 
strength. The uneasiness experienced by 
some in the decline of life, when the oppor- 
tunity was withdrawn in the omission of 
gathering with brethren, makes of unim- 
paired value the exhortation “Forsake not 
the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some is: but exhort one another, 
and so much the more as ye see the day ap- 
proaching.” “Seek first the kingdom of 
God and His righteousness and all things 
needful shall be added.” 





854 FRIENDS’ 


INTELLIGENCER. 





Love is the fulfilling of the law. When 
our hearts have experienced the sceptre of 
Divine control, we are enabled to love our 
neighbor as ourselves. Tale-bearing and de- 

_ traction would cease, and in lieu thereof 
“'Whatsoever ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye even so to them” would be the 
blessed realization of the Messiah’s reign. 

We have been urged, to regard the require- 
ment of moderation and simplicity in this 
day of luxurious expenditure, as becomes the 
professed followers of Jesus. 

The limitation as to business, not to extend 
beyond ability to manage, is of binding obli- 
gation likewise. 

The embarrassment from failure in _per- 
forming promises, or to pay just debts, would 
be avoided, and serenity of mind and reason- 
able acquisition of temporal means, in uot 
making haste to become rich. 

The epistles received from other Yearly 
Meetings have been edifying and instructive, 
evincing deep concern to search out causes, 
inviting declension, and to arrest this tenden- 
cy, if it exists, by awakening increased inte- 
rest in members to a heartier support of all 
our testimonies, which are needed in this age, of 
maintenance, equally with the past. 

The introduction of the statistical exhibit 
of the Yearly Meeting occasioned earnest 
appeals to individual faithfulness. The value 
of membership was feelingly portrayed, and 
its influence for good extending beyond the 
limits of the Society, is often owned by trusts 
committed from the world around. A formal 
lifeless connection secures not this; but 
only when the individual character witnesses 
the effectual workings of the grace of God, 
— alone brings forth a pure and holy 
ife. 

The reading of the minutes of last year’s 
meeting was dispensed with, as well as calling 
the names of the representatives. 


The business of the meeting having con- 
cluded, we reverently acknowledge the over- 
ruling power of the Divine Spirit as having 
pervaded our hearts, spreading over us the 
precious mantle of charity, enabling us to 
consider the subjects which have come before 
us in condescension and brotherly love, 

ielding to each other when differences of 
judgment have appeared, and so moving for- 
ward in the work of the Church in harmony 
as a united body. 


In a measure of that love for our Heaven- 
ly Father, and that love for one another, 
which will bring all in harmony with Him, 
we affectionately take leave of each other to 
meet again at the usual time next year, if in 
accordance with His will. 


Signed, Rosert 8S. Havitanp, Clerk. 


Report of the Committee to visit Subordinate 
Meetings. 

To the Yearly Meeting: A . 

The committee appointed to visit subordi- 
nate meetings, as way might open therefor, 
have endeavored to fulfil the object of their 
appointment as far as opportunity and abil- 
ity have been afforded. ; 

“Several meetings have been held, at which 
the condition of our subordinate meetings 
has been inquired into and considered. All 
but one of the meetings within the limits of 
the Yearly Meeting have been visited by 
members of the committee. oe 

It is believed that these opportunities were 
all satisfactory and useful to the visited as 
well as to the visitors. : 

The small meetings seemed very apprecia- 
tive of the manifestations of kindly interest 
thus shown for them by the Yearly Meeting. 

At some places the committee were much 
encouraged by the prosperous condition of 
the meeting ;-at others but a small remnant 
of members remained, but there were some 
friendly people throughout the neighborhood 
who seemed desirous that a meeting of 
Friends should be maintained. 

In other localities meetings were completely 


iven up. 
In still others Friends feel almost disheartA 


ened and discouraged. The committee be- 
lieve that in these places where there are a 
few Friends still left much good may be 
done by systematic labor in their behalf 
through the continued care of a committee 
of the Yearly Meeting regularly visiting 
these meetings, and also by mingling socially 
with the members thereof. 

The committee also feel that a benefit 
would arise if the Friends were encouraged 
and assisted in preserving their meeting- 
houses in good repair, so that they would be 
cheerful and attractive places in which to 
meet. 

It is the feeling of the committee that the 
young in these localities should be encouraged 
to maintain their meetings under Divine 
power, and also to meet together either in a 
First-day school capacity or engage in some 
other useful work, for if these meetings are to 
be maintained it must be through their labor 
and qualification. 

Members of the committee who visited 
Friends at Easton found there a Friends’ 
school without a Friends’ meeting. A satis- 
factory meeting was held in the school build- 
ing, aud one appointed by the committee for 
the First-day after their departure. Informa- 
tion has been received that it was held and 
that there has been a meeting and First-day 
school at this school on every First-day since. 

The members of the committee who visited 
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this neighborhood report that the school 
needed some pecuniary aid to put it in a 
better condition, and if the Yearly Meeting 
would extend the necessary assistance the in- 
terests of the Society would be promoted by 
maintaining a Friends’ meeting in that lo- 
cality. Signed on behalf of the committee. 
Geo. C. Macy, 
JoHn Wo. HutcHINson, 
Mary JANE FIELD, 
PHEBE C. Wricar. 


Report of the Temperance Committee of New 
York Yearly Meeting. 


New York, 5th mo. 28, 1883. 

In submitting a report of our work for the 
year, the committee feel glad that the Yearly 
Meeting endeavored to create a moral force 
to offset the constant effort that is made to 
ensnare the weak and entrap the unwary, 
luring men to greater degeneracy through 
the use of intoxicating drinks; it seems like 
an effort on the part of the Yearly Meeting 
to help those “ that oppose themselves,” who 
seem so willing to throw away the gift that 


God means they should have, viz., the joy of 


a full Christ-like manhood. The Yearly 
Meeting has thus raised a voice in the wilder- 


, hess, be it but a weak one, that may extend 


but a short distance, nevertheless it is a voice 
of warning and goes to swell the mighty 
whole which grows stronger by all right ac- 
cessions. 

The committee has distributed to the seve- 
ral Monthly Meetings, composing the Yearly 
Meeting, 2,500 copies of Dr. Michener’s 
leaflet called “Cider Question.” 

2,500 copies of “ Temperance Work among 
Friends,” by Aaron M. Powell. 

3,000 copies of the leaflets approved and 
—— by the Temperance Committee of 

llinois Yearly Meeting. 

125 copies of the pamphlet called “ Beer 
Question,’ by Aaron M. Powell. 

25 copies “ Alcohol and Hygiene.” 

125 copies of “ Researches on Alcohol.” 

25 copies of “ Heredity.” 

125 copies of “ Physiology of Alcoholics.” 

The committee also had printed an address 
by R. 8. Haviland and one by Jesse H. Grif- 
fen, combined in one leaflet, and distributed 
2,500 copies of the same to the several 
Mouthly Meetings. 

To the sixteen First-day schools within our 
Yearly Meeting the committee gave to each, 
one copy of “ Brewer’s Fortune” and one 
copy of “ Job Tufton,” making in all thirty- 
two First-day school books given. 

An address that had been prepared by 
the committee was printed and forwarded to 
the several Quarterly and Monthly Meetings. 

All the foregoing at a cost of $116.09, 









ring the year. 
month, one at Oswego village at the close of 
Nine Partners Quarterly Meeting in Eleventh 
month (at which papers were read and it was 
thought to be an interesting meeting, and 
was well attended; most of the Friends who 
attended Quarterly Meeting remaining and 
evincing an interest), one at the time of 


and one 


leaving an unexpended balance in hands of 
Treasurer of $48.90. 


The committee has held four meetings du- 
One at Purchase in Eighth 


Westbury Quarterly Meeting in First month, 
Fitth month 29th, 1883. 

The Executive Committee appointed from 
the general committee has held several meet- 
ings during the year. 

At a meeting of the committee held in 
First month, a paper prepared for that 
meeting was read, which it was concluded to 
offer to the Westbury Quarterly Meeting, 
and receiving the concurrence of that meet- 
ing was read in both men’s and women’s 
meetings and seemed to be acceptable to 
those assembled. 

Soon after the appointment of this com- 
mittee (about a year ago) a paper was pre- 
pared and forwarded to Quarterly and 
Monthly Meetings, desiring them to feel ear- 
nestly after the matter, whether local work 
in this cause was not needed in their various 
neighborhoods and suggesting the holding of 
conterences in regard to this important sub- 


ject at their various meeting-houses on the 


afternoons of First-days, or at some other 
suitable time. 

Purchase Quarterly Meeting has. since 
found considerable service in this way, and it 
seems to us presents a beneficial example, 
having held a number of conferences at seve- 
ral of their meeting-houses, which we believe 
have proved interesting and profitable occa- 
sions, arousing some to see that this great evil 
in our land needs to be suppressed, and to 


accomplish its suppression each one’s little 


part in the way of example, timely word of 
caution, or whatever may come to each of us 
to do, is needed. 

A concern was opened in one of the meet- 
ings jof the committee, that a word of cau- 
tion might be sent to a member of Congress 
who was then using his influence to further 
the passage of the “ bonded whisky bill ;” he 
being a member of our Society, it seemed 
right to the committee that he should know 
that we were grieved with his course. It 
was therefore decided that a personal com- 
munication be sent him from the committee, 
which was done. 

In conclusion, we would suggest that the 


Yearly Meeting continue a committee to la- 
bor in this cause as way may open, trusting 
it will only move forward under right power 
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and authority, knowing that only what God 








builds and makes will stand. May He find | ted 


willing instruments for all His beautiful 
work, which tends to strengthen and build 
up in all righteousness and beauty, and to 
the pulling down and doing away with all 
that is evil. 

We would further recommend that the 
Yearly Meeting appropriate the sum of $150 
for the use of such committee should way 
open for its appointment. 

Signed by direction and on behalf of the 


committee. 
Jos. A. BoGarpvs, 
Saraw M. Haviwanp, k Clerks. 


Memorial for Naomi Barnes, deceased, read 
in and approved by New York Yearly 
Meeting. 


Naomi Barnes, who departed this life 
Sixth month, 24th, 1882, in the eightieth 
year of her age, was the eldest child of Abi- 
jah and Patience Haviland, active members 
of Purehase Monthly Meeting. 

Believing it is well to commemorate the 
lives of the righteous, and perhaps gain spir- 
itual strength from their experience, we are 
concerned to preserve some account of our 
dear friend, of whom we can truly say she 
was “gathered as a shock of corn, fully ripe.” 

Her early years were blessed with the 
watch ful care of religious parents, who strict- 
ly guarded their daughter’s footsteps, and the 
great favor of having pious parental instruc- 
tion through childhood was often spoken of 
in her declining years. 

On the 18th of Eighth month, 1824, she 
was united in marriage with David H. 
Barnes. This union proved one of great 
harmony and affection. 

The first great sorrow that visited their 
home was the death of a beloved child, 
David A. Barnes, seven years of age. The 
mother’s heart was so closely bound to him 
that for a time her spirit seemed almost 
crushed; but by prayer to her Heavenly 
Father for strength she was enabled to take 
up again the duties of life, one of which was 
to lend loving aid and encouragement. to her 
husband, who about that time appeared as a 
Gospel minister. Although surrounded by 
family cares, she was ever ready to encourage 
him to obedience when called to religious 
service at home or in distant places, frequent- 
ly within the limits of other Yearly Meetings. 

In the year 1837 she first appeared in the 
ministry, and in this field of duty her labors 
were endued with a sweet spirit of charity 
and love. She was fervert in prayer, and 
her communications, generally brief, were ear- 
nest and impressive. 

In the service Of the ministry she frequent- 
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ly accompanied her husband, and their uni- 
labors were remarkable {for harmony in 
religious thoughts; and together, for more 
than forty years, they earnestly disseminated 
the Gospel of peace and will, not only 
within the limits of their own society, but 
among those of other denominations. Not 
unfrequently these occasions have been of 
deepest interest ; many of the hearers, being 
impressed with that love that knows no sec- 
tarian bounds, have acknowledged, with a 
warm grasp of the hand, that the children of 
God are all brethren. 

Another trial was meted to our dear 
friend when called to part with a lovely 
daughter of eight years, whose unusually de- 
veloped character of Christian piety endeared 
her closely to her parents, who felt most 
keenly the separation ; though two years of 
suffering, patiently borne by this dear child, 
had in a measure prepared them for the great 
loss. 

Amid the varied duties of subsequent 
years there was a marked cheerfulness and 
sweet spirit of resignation that made the ex- 
ample of our beloved friend truly worthy of 
imitation. 

Her genial companionship and tender 
counsel endeared her alike to the aged an¢ 
the young, and by no class will her meer 
be more fondly cherished, on these accounts, 
than by the youthful mind, with whom she 
was ever ready to mingle. 

The happiness of the family circle was 
again shadowed in the year 1879, by the re- 
moval, by death, of a beloved daughter, who 
occupied the position of wife and mother. 
The severing of this earthly tie was the 
source of deep. sorrow, but her grief was 
mitigated by the thought that the separation 
from this loved one would not be long. 

In the spring of 1880 a call to religious 
duty rested on the mind of our friend to ac- 
company her husband on a visit of Gospel 


r 


love to the families of Purchase Monthly — 


Meeting, and encourage, if possible, a more 
regular attendance of meetings for worship. 
This united call from the Divine Master 
tended to strengthen their hands for the 
work, and in the houses visited the more 
than welcome greeting they received gave evi- 
dence that they had been directed by the great 
Head of the Church in this labor of love. 
On the 15th of Twelfth month, 1880, our 
beloved friend experienced the closest trial 
of her life, in the sudden illness and death of 
her husband, who had been her companion 
for more than fifty-six years. With the 
Christian’s unshaken faith in that Power 
that “doeth all things well,” she was enabled 
to meet this loss with a beautiful resignation 


which gave the assurance that her support 
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was the Divine Arm. She was frequently 
heard to remark: “ We shall soon again be 
united in the heavenly home, never more to 
part. Iam called while I live to be cheerful 
and resigned, doing all in my power to make 
those around me happy.” 

Though there were many times her family 
felt that the weakness incident to advanced 
age would have excused her leaving home to 
attend to religious or social duties, in her 
desire to be faithful to the end, she over- 
came these infirmities, and, whenever she 
could, attended her meetings and paid social 
Visits. 

In the early part of Fifth month, 1882, she 
was attacked with lameness, which for a time 
prevented her from using much exertion. She 
expressed the belief that she would again be 
able to walk, which privilege was granted, 
but in a few weeks was followed by general 
debility, although there was no apparent dis- 
ease. There were frequent evidences of men- 
tal vigor, and assurance of the happiness 
afforded in the view she was permitted to 
enjoy of the beautiful home which was soon 
to be hers. 

To the devoted ones at her bedside, she 
said she was happy in having her earthly 
jewels so close around her, and to each a lov- 
ing farewell was given, her mind being clear 
to the last. 

Gently and calmly as the closing of a sum- 
mer’s day was her departure. The memory 
of the just is blessed, and from the life of our 
beloved friend we may gather lessons of devo- 
tion, tenderness, and love. 

Signed on behalf of Purchase Monthly 
Meeting, held at Purchase, Third month 7th, 
1883. 

(Signed) James Frexp, 
EstHer H. Barnes, 


Summary of the Proceedings of the First-day 
School Association of New York, at its late 
Session. 


During the past year the schools, which 
are fourteen in number, have had a total 
enrollment of 576 scholars. As far as ap- 
pears nine of them use the “ Lesson Leaves” 
in some of the classes, and several refer to 
them as a valuable aid in the work done 
therein. Seven of the schools report the dis- 
tribution of “Scattered Seeds” among the 
children, and seven report the possession of 
libraries, increasing in size, that are greatly 
valued and extensively used by the scholars. 
In most of the schools there are adult classes 
in which great interest is manifest. Several 
schools report a continued interest in tem- 
perance work, and one refers to the establish- 
ment of a Mission School with a total enroll- 





















One school, by its own request, has been 
taken under the care of the Monthly Meet- 
ing, which has assumed its financial lia- 
bilities and its general oversight with appa- 
rently satisfactory results. Several of the 
schools refer to a desire on the part of those 
concerned in the work to conduct the schools 
in accordance with the usage of Friends, and 
to familiarize the children with the principles 
and customs of the Society, and some note the 
increased attendance of our religious meetings 
due to the schools. 

In all the references to the character of 
the work done in the schools, there is a notice- 
able absence of any attempt to teach a form of 
belief, and there is a very marked evidence of 
a desire to develop in the minds of the children 
a reliance upon the witness for truth within 
their own hearts. That “will lead them to 
walk in the paths of Love, Charity, Temper- 
ance, Forbearance, and all the virtues be- 
longing to a Christian character.” 

In nearly all the schools a feeling of great 
encouragement prevails, in none discourage- 
ment. 

The work of the year seems to have been 
full of promise, not only for the enlargement 
of the schools, but for the benefit of our So- 
ciety. ; 

An essay of a letter to the several Yearly 
Meetings’ First-day School Associations was 
received from the committee appointed for its 
preparation. It was read and approved, and 
was referred to the Executive Committee for 
engrossing, with directions that after it has 
been signed by the Clerks of this Association 
it be forwarded to all the Yearly Meetings’ 
Associations. 

The Executive Committee was also directed 
to prepare a suitable minute to accompany 
this letter, that should express the deep sense 
of loss we feel in the death of that faithful 
and efficient First-day school worker, our 
beloved friend, Lydia C. Stabler, of Balti- 
more. ‘ ’ ‘ . ‘ 

The several sessions of this Association 
have been replete with interest. They have 
been largely attended and we feel, as the time 
approaches for adjournment, that it has been. 
good for us that we have been thus assem- 
bled. 

With a desire that in all our work we 4 
be led and guided by that Light whic 
alone can give the increase in righteousness, 
we adjourn to meet in this house on Seventh- 
day evening preceding our next Yearly 
Meeting, at aha o’clock, if so 

rmitted. m. M. JACKSON, 

» Euiza F. — Clerks. 


} Clerks. 





WE open the hearts of others when we 
open our own. 
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aps wish to become good, you must put 
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love fixed upon self, confounds all words of the 
spirit of God.” 
Let us not despair, but continue to struggle 


o where you | and cultivate the good, for when we least ex- 


hear good things. Associate with those whose | pect it we may reach the goal, and the bless- 
lives are godly. Read books that lead you | ing of Divine communion may be ours. 


to love goodness.” 

These words, earnestly and impressively 
uttered, during a private conversation, many 
years ago, by a young minister, whose few | 
years upon earth were rich with deep reli- 


gious experiences, have again and again sug- | tract 


L. H. H. 





JUDICIAL OATHS. 


We have been asked to call attention to a 
“On Judicial Oaths and their Effect,” 


gested the inquiry as to there being a general | prepared by the Representative Committee of 
desire to grow in the knowledge of spiritual | the Yearly Meeting ot Friends, held on Arch 


things. In the pleasures of our physical na- 
ture, in the enjoyment of intellectual culture, 


and the satisfaction resulting from a moral | © 


life, is there not a danger of neglecting to 
cultivate the growth of the spirit? Our age 
is so full of interest, so rapid have been the 
developments of science, improvements in the 
arts have been so great, and life here made so 
valuable, that we are well content to rest and 
not search for the “hidden things of God” 
in the sense of a truly religious growth for 
the soul, feeling, perhaps, all the while a 
consciousness of loss, and at times a deep un- 
rest, a weariness of all that delights the eye, 
_charms the ear, or satisfies the mind. The 
spirit is not fed. 

The simple utterance above quoted sug- 
gests the remedy. Cultivate the devotional 
nature. If we wish to be intelligent, we first 
learn to read. We try by every avenue of 
thought to enlarge our mental powers, and 
we reap our enjoyment here in proportion as 
we sow the seeds of mental growth. Do we 
want to improve physically, we turn our at- 
tention to that, employing skilled aid to ac- 
complish it. It follows, then, if we wish to 
oe spiritually, we must work for it. The 

rst step towards growth is taken when we 
are humble enough to acknowledge that we 
need and desire it. That this growth will be 
slow at first is very evident. If long neg- 
lected, it will be very, very slow. Just as the 
mature man that has never learned to read 
finds his task not only slow but painful. With 
some of us the realization of religious growth 
does not reach further than a consciousness of 
duty. It was a fine answer given by a cler- 
gyman to a fellow-religionist when the ques- 
tion was put, “Can you tell when you became 
converted?” and the reply was, “ When reli- 
gion ceased to be a duty, and became a plea- 
sure.” We must wrestle for it, and if we fail 
again and again, keep up the struggle. Our 
greatest enemy will be the activity of our 
mental powers. ¢ 

“ How rare it is,” said Fenelon, “to find a 


Street, Philadelphia. 
losing paragraphs : 


“There is little doubt that many of those 
who take judicial oaths do so without a clear 
conception of the force of the expressions 
used. They do not fully realize the fact 
that by the concluding words, ‘so help me 
God,’ they deliberately renounce all claim on 
His mercy in the awful day of final judg- 
ment, if the statements they make are wilfully 
untrue. That this is the true meaning of the 
words is evident if we consider that they are 
only the abridged form of the old English oath, 
‘So help me God at His holy doom.’ As 
has been well said by a writer on this sub- 
ject: ‘The energy of the sentence resides in 
the particle so—so, that is, upon condition of 
my speaking the truth, or performing the 
promise, and not otherwise, “may God help 
me.” Whatever be the form of an oath, the 
signification is the same. It is the calling 
upon God to witness—that is, to take notice 
of what we say, and invoking His vengeance 
or renouncing His favor if what we say be 
false, or what we promise be not fulfilled.’ 

“It may be argued in support of the oath 
that we must deal with men and their in- 
firmities as we find them, rather than as we 
would wish them to be. But do oaths prac- 
tically control the conscience and elicit truth 
when a simple affirmation would ‘fail? The 
reports of perjury aud false witness in judicial 
trials so often put forth in public journals 
contradict such an assumption. 

“ Honest men when called upon to testify 
do not need the pressure of an oath; and the 
gain to justice by the occasional extortion of 
the truth from an unscrupulous witness is far 
outweighed by the diffusion through the com- 
munity of a laxity of sentiment with regard 
to truthfulness. Any practice which assumes 
that a departure from strict veracity on ordi- 
nary occasions is a more venial offence against 
morals, and less hateful to the Divine Being 
than the same falsehood cloaked with the 


We copy a few of the 


soul still enough to hear God speak! ‘The | form of an appeal to Him, and an impreca- 


slightest murmur of our vain desires, or of a|tion on the witness, degrades the value of 
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simple truth as a principle from the place He 
has given it, and sets its price at the cost of 
the punishment which may follow its denial. 
If affirmations were universally substituted 
for oaths, and the same penalties attached to 
false statements made without an oath, a por- 
tion of the odium which now attaches to per- 
jury would adhere to all other violations of 
the truth. 

“That society should set up a distinction, 
which is not in the Christian code, between 
lying with an added oath and a lie without 
it, and that judicial tribunals should support 
it, we believe weakens the public conscience, 
both by undervaluing the naked truth and 
disregarding an express command of Christ. 
We hold, then, that all judicial oaths should 
be expunged from the statute books, and that 
legislative authority should be given to the 
peers, that every departure from the 
nonest, simple truth, is an offence against 
both God and man.” 

The tract may be procured’ at Friends’ 
Book Store, No. 304 Arch Street, Philada. 





EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM M. F. 


The accompanying “ Extract from a letter” 
was found in an old pocketbook with some 
other papers, and sent by a friend, as an 
interesting instance of the brightness of the 
spiritual parts surviving the failing of the 
physical. H. M. L. 


“We called to see Comfort Collins, aged 
101 years and 8 months. A moreinstructive 
and precious opportunity I have no remem- 
brance of. All her faculties have, in a man- 
ner, fled, saye her religious sensibility. She 
has no kind of recollection that she ever had 
a husband or children, houses or lands, nor of 
nearest friends when named, yet her sense of 
Divine good and the religious fervor of her 
mind appear unabated. We stayed about 
an hour, during which time she was engaged 
in praising her Maker, in exhorting us to 
love the Lord, and lay up treasure in heaven, 
several times saying, ‘ Oue hour in His pres- 
ence is worth a thousand elsewhere, I know 
it, friends, I know it from experience,’ and 
then her voice would seem to settle away with 
that kind of melody which dear old Mary 
Griffin used to make. After being still a 
minute or two, she would again lift up her 
voice with angelic sweetness in praising the 
Lord, and advising us to love and fear 
Him, and would look around upon us and 
say, ‘I love you, dear friends, though you are 
strangers to me, but I love them that fear the 
Lord. Blessed be His name.’ 
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“All were in tears while we stayed. The 
remembrance of the opportunity is not off my 
mind yet, nor I hope ever will be while 
memory remains, for I think Mary Griffin 
and Comfort Collins are the most memorable 
instances of the reality and rectitude of the 
precious principle of light and life next to 
nme of it in my own soul I ever met 
with.” 


LOCAL INFORMATION. 

Friends’ Meeting, Cape May Point, N. J., 
was held for the first time for the present sea- 
son, on Seventh month ist, at 10.30 A.M., at 
the cottage of Thomas T. Hilliard, who with 
his family are summer residents of the place, 
and members of Salem Monthly Meeting, 
N. J. The meeting is an indulged one, under 
the care of Greenwich Monthly and Salem 
Quarterly Meetings, and is generally attended 
by some of the committee appointed for the 
service, this being the second year ofits ex- 
istence. That held on the lst was a solemn 
gathering. 

On reaching it a few minutes after the 
hour, by public conveyance from Cape a 
City, we found some Friends and others col- 
lected. Our lateness was caused by our de- 
pendence on the cars. Since then arrange- 
ments have been made for reaching the place 
in due season. 

Our party consisted of seven from “the 
Windsor,” Cape May City. Soon after being 
seated, a quietness that was felt settled over 
all for some time; it was broken by a woman 
Friend from Salem, one of the committee, A. 
R. Paul, who, after a few remarks of how she 
had desired to mingle with them in the first 
ene of the summer, quoted the beauti- 
ul promise of Jesus to those of former times 
—‘ Where two or three are gathered together 
in My name, there will I be in the midst.” 
The promise had been verified, for a sweet 
and holy calmness seemed to pervade the 
meeting. She spoke of the goodness and 
mercy of God, of His love to all, how He 
invited us to become His children, never 
leaving us, but desiring we should enjoy His 
continual presence, enabling us to fulfil all 
the allotments of life to His honor. 

A period of sweet silence and spiritual 
communing followed, and with a feeling that 
we had been blessed the meeting closed, all 
realizing it was good to be there. 

The meeting held today (the 8th) was 
larger, and was reached in good time. Sev- 
eral of the committee were in attendance, as 
well as others from Cape May City and some 
of the summer residents of Cape May Point 





She held B./| not associated with us in religious member- 


P. and myself by the hand nearly all the|ship. Words of love and exhortation from a 


time. 


man Friend were heard, inviting us to faith- 
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fulness to known duties. The meeting closed 
satisfactorily. M. A. S. 
“The Windsor,” Cape May, N. J., 
Seventh month ‘8th, 1883, 
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True Greatness.—The standard of great- 
ness set up by Jesus makes its attainment 
possible to the lowliest individual. It is not 
dependent upon outward circumstances, nei- 
ther are culture or social position essential. 
All these, joined to the prestige of priestly 
birth, formed the environment of John the 
Baptist, of .whom Jesus declared “none had 
arisen greater than he.” “ Nevertheless,” He 
added, “he that is least in the Kingdomfof 
Heaven is greater.” Here we have the only 
standard that meets all conditions of men, 
everywhere. There can be no mistake in the 
meaning of His words; the old thought that 
placed the Kingdom of Heaven in a future 
state was, perhaps, the best while it satisfied 
the desire of the seeker, and gave him hope 
for the better condition when his probation 
was accomplished. One can hardly imagine 
the power that this hope gave to the multi- 
tudes who, in the terrible persecutions and 
martyrdoms which man has inflicted upon 
man for conscience sake, were strengthened 
to endure to the end, without wavering, glad 
to be accounted worthy to follow their Master 
in the way of the Cross. 

But the enlightened conscience of this age 
finds its best interpretation of the Kingdom 
of Heaven as Jesus taught, in that complete- 
ness of the spiritual life which brings every 
power and faculty into subjection to its gov- 
ernment, so that it may be said of a truth 
the Kingdom of Heaven is within every one 
who has realized the beginning of this work 
in his own experience. 

This being a state into which only that 
which is spiritually discerned may enter, its 
attainment does not depend on the ordinary 
method by which worldly greatness is 
achieved. The man whom the multitude 
delights to honor may be the farthest from 
it, and yet earthly distinction is not incom- 
patible with the greatness of the Gospel. 

The Divine estimate is made up from 
within, it takes cognizance only of the mo- 


tives that are the mainspring of action. The 
pure in heart, the meek in spirit, the earnest 
seeker, he that is hungering and athirst after 
righteousness—all these are the great in the 
Heavenly Kingdom. To the soul that has 
crossed but the border lines of this blessed 
territory, and began as it were to breathe its 
holy atmosphere, the honor and greatness 
that come of worldly distinction are but “as 
dross.” To win this: kingdom, to know its 
King and be owned of Him, becomes the 
absorbing desire. 

And what a hope and consolation to the 
struggling heart of humanity is this truth! 
It is “the glad tidings of great joy” to all 
peoples. The poor, the illiterate, the despised, 
and the downtrodden may sit with kings and 
councilors ; more than this—they may them- 
selves become “ kings and priests unto God” 
forever. This is a greatness that brings no 
pang to the recipients, that is reached through 
no strife for place, and no assumption of 
power. It is'a greatness that enlarges the 
heart of man, that leads him to prefer 
another to himself, and is not so much con- 
cerned whether his own works shall be seen 
of men as that the “Searcher of hearts shall 
be satisfied of his integrity. 

Are we amony the little ones of this king- 
dom? is the important question upon which 
the judgment for time and for eternity must 
rest. 

What doth it profit if we gain the highest 
earthly distinction and have no part or lot in 
this kingdom? In view of the fearful odds 
it involves, well might the blessed One put 
the startling query, “ What shall a man give 
in exchange for his soul?” 





Our Memsersuip.—That the member- 
ship of the Society of Friends is not increas- 
ing as is that of most other religious bodies, 
and that in many localities it can hardly 
hold its own from decade to decade, is too 
true to be disputed. We even hear of meet- 
ings entirely laid down, and even in meetings 
which have much strength, and where true 
zeal for the cause of truth warms the hearts 
and animates the minds of the members, chil- 
dren of parents who have been eminent in 
their day are retiring from the fold, casting 
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away their inheritance, and turning their 
backs upon the House of their Fathers. 

Inquiry into the causes of this lack of co- 
hering power has as yet led to no very clear 
reasons for the state of things manifested. It 
has been wisely said, 


“To know ourselves diseased is half our cure,’’ 


and it is far better that the church be grieved 
and anxious in view of the facts than that 
she sit serene in self-satisfaction while the 
very foundations are being undermined. 

Are the zeal and energy of the young 
members of the Society of Friends engaged 
as they should be in its behalf? Are chil- 
dren carefully shown the reasonableness and 
reality of our simple faith? Are the Disci- 
pline and Order of the Society judiciously 
adapted to the existing condition of things, 
rather than to the circumstances of past 
times? Above all, do our less experienced 
members see constantly before them a pure 
and high example of righteous jand benevo- 
lent living on the part of those to whom they 
$ look as watchmen on the walls and shepherds 
of the flock, and are they led to feel that it 
it is their duty to uphold the hands of their 
dedicated fellow-members uponjwhom is laid 
the burden of the work of the Church? 

It is well to look the facts of the case fully 
in the face, and in all humility accept the 
remedy that the best light we can attain to 
may show. Committees even now are deeply 
engaged in inquiries concerning acknowledged 
deficiencies, but no really concerned Friend 
can feel free from care in this matter. Tak- 
ing a review of the present and the past, it 
seems apparent that at no time has the mem- 
bership of this body been purer or more 
earnest. As a whole, we are desirous of the 
prosperity of our Zion, and hope for an 
enlargement of her borders. We ask that 
Paul may plant and that Apollos may water, 
and beseech the Lord of the Harvest to give 
an increase. 

The principles of religious truth, and the 
general precepts of the Society, are no less 
excellent than they have.ever been, and 
they challenge the approval of mankind. 
Surely, if there is a general searching of 
heart, and an honest resolve that individual 
> deficiencies shall be redressed, a better day 





must even now be dawning for the portion 
of the vineyard of the Lord committed to 
the care of this people. 

Are we earnest for the manna of to-day, 
or are we seeking to be nourished by that 
which was suitable for other times, but will 
not now. suffice? The bread of Heaven 
comes new every day to the children of the 
household of faith ; we are to accept, with the 
duties of the times, all the added light of the 
times. 

The cloak of exclusiveness is not favorable 
to spiritual health and life, and the garment 
of self-righteousness is no ornament to the 
Christian professor. We desire to cast away 
these, and put on the whole armor of God, 
that we may be fitted for His service, and 
that we may be qualified to carry on His 
work. The spifit which seeks to stifle inquiry, 
and that has no tolerance of candid and 
earnest expression on the part of others, 
does not savor of the meekness and gentle- 
ness of Christ, nor can it promote the interests 
of the Church. 





MARRIED. 
DANIELS—LUKENS.—On Third-day 
Seventh mo. 3d, 1883, at the residence of the 
bride’s parents, by Friends’ ceremony, Henry 
Daniels, of Philadelphia, to Annie M., daugh- 
ter of Seth and Mary M. ‘Lukens, of Gwynedd, 
Montgomery co., Pa. 





DIED. 

FOULKE.—On Third mo. 30th, at Lloyds- 
ville, Belmont co., Ohio, of pneumonia, Bar- 
ton Foulke, aged nearly 75. 

The deceased was for many years an Elder 
and Overseer of Plainfield Monthly Meeting, 
where his loss will be greatly felt. 

TROTH.—On Fifth month 27th, at his resi- 
dence in Accotink, Va., Paul Hillman Troth, 
in the 66th year of his age. Member of Fair- 
fax Monthly Meeting. 

ZORNS.—On Seventh month 18th, in Phil- 
adelphia, William Zorns, in the 92d year of 
his age. An Elder of Gwynedd Monthly 
Meeting, Pa. 

AD TEENIE AAI CAG TS NNN ER BNR EN 

CuristiAN InFLuENcE.—The sun is full 
of heat and light, and it asks no questions as 
to how it shall do good, but is perpetually 
pouring out its golden flood. The spring 
that sparkles at the foot of the hill is full, 
and, asking leave of no one, is forever welling 
forth its sweet waters. So the Christian, if 
only full of the love of God and man, and 
shedding around him benign influence, as a 
natural result cannot help doing good. 
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SOME OBSERVATIONS ON MEXICO—II. 

BY JOSEPH THOMAS, M.D., LL.D. 

It would be difficult to name any two large 
countries more strikingly contrasted with re- 
spect to the means of internal communication 
than Mexico and the eastern portion of the 
United States; the one completely destitute 
of navigable streams or lakes of any consid- 
erable extent, and presenting few extensive 
plains adapted to the construction of easy 
roads; the other penetrated in almost every 
part by majestic rivers or wide spreading 
arms of the sea, such as the Connecticut, the 
Hudson, the Delaware and its noble bay, the 
Chesapeake with its multitudinous branches, 
and, not to mention smaller streams, the Sa- 
vannah, the Alabama, and lastly the mighty 
Mississippi, unequaled among all the rivers 
of the world for its length, and only equaled 
by the Amazon in the quantity of water 
which it rolls into the sea. 

Still more remarkable, perhaps, are the fa- 

cilities for communication afforded on our 
northern frontier by that mighty chain of 
fresh-water seas, which has nowhere any par- 
allel in the geography of the globe. In addi- 
tion to the above inestimable advantages, I 
need only allude to the far-stretching plains 
occurring more particularly in the West and 
Northwest, so remarkably adapted to the 
construction of railways and other roads. 
The entire absence of all these natural ad- 
vantages is the predominant characteristic of 
Mexico; and having (with but one important 
exception™) no easy and ready communica- 
tion between one distant part of her territory 
and another, an extensive and active com- 
merce, furnishing an outlet for the produc- 
tions of her mines or her fields, is impossible, 
and consequently the people have no adequate 
stimulus to their industry or enterprise. The 
true and only remedy for all these evils is 
the construction of an ample system of rail- 
ways, which, thanks to American energy and 
enterprise, is now going forward on a rapid 
and extensive scale. 

When the various roads now projected 
shall have been finished, it will be a much 
less serious undertaking to visit the nearer 
portions of Mexico, than it is now to visit 
California, ‘Then I feel confident multitudes 
of our citizens of the class who now com- 
monly make the tour of Europe, attracted by 
the magnificent scenery, or by the peculiari- 
ties and novel customs of the Mexican peo- 
ple, will flock to the land of our sister repub- 
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*I refer to the railways connecting Vera Cruz with 
the city of Mexico and Queretaro. The two roads 
though belongin,< to different companies, may be said 
to form one continuous line of travel, which at the 

resent time extends to the northwest, considerab! 

yond Queretaro, Yet the two together do not seach 


nearly one-third of the distance across the territory 
of the republic from the southeast to the north west, 
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lic for a short and delightful trip during a 
summer vacation ; or for a longer sojourn in 
the cooler portion of the year—autumn, win- 
ter or spring. A journey to the country in 
the cooler season will have this especial ad- 
vantage, that the tourist can then with com- 
parative comfort and safety visit every region, 
and not confine himself chiefly, as he must do 
in summer, to the tierras frias of the great 
central plateau of Mexico. It should, how- 
ever, be borne in mind that nearly all the 
grandest scenery, including the magnificent 
mountains, Orizaba and Popéca-Tepetl, can 
be seen to good advantage in the hot season, 
when the temperature of the high table-land 
is more agreeable than it would be in winter. 
It is true that in summer (the rainy season) 
the mountains are often hidden by clouds, 
but they can usually be seen early in the 
morning, and sometimes through the entire 
day. 

I have spoken of the great facilities which 
the tourist will enjoy for visiting Mexico, 
when the railways now contemplated shall 
have been finished. It may be proper to say 
something of the most convenient way of vis- 
iting the country while we are waiting for 
that consummation so “devoutly to be wished.” 
The tourist may take his choice either to go 
in a steamer directly from New York to Vera 
Cruz (the port of Mexico), or he may go by 
rail to New Orleans, then across the Gulf to 
Vera Cruz, and thence by the railway to the 
Mexican capital. I chose the latter course. 
By the Air Line road I reached New Orleans 
in less than two days and a half from Phila- 
delphia. The passage across the Gulf takes 
from five to six days. I arrived by the 
steamer City of Merida at Vera Cruz on the 
morning of the 17th of June, 1882. I ought 
to state that, though the steamer was not a 
very fast one to travel, I never was in any 
yessel in which both officers and waiter 
seemed more anxious to promote the comfort 
of the passengers in every respect. I shall 
always remember with. pleasure that five 
days trip across the Gulf. As our steamer 
previously, on her arrival from Vera Cruz 
(one of the most unhealthy places in the 
world), had been quarantined by the authori- 
ties of New Orleans for a few days, until it 
could be ascertained that there was no yellow 
fever on board, the Vera Cruzans, naturally 
apprehensive for the reputation of their city, 
felt it incumbent on them, as a point of honor, 
to place us likewise in quarantine. We were 
detained, however, only two days, which 
passed pleasantly and quickly. Our steamer 
being anchored at considerable distance from 
shore, we were constantly fanned by the gen- 
tle breezes from the Gulf. I was never weary 
with gazing at the beautiful breakers which 
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were constantly playing over the coral reefs | tions of sugar cane and bananas, one sees" 
on one side of the harbor. In the opposite | almost everywhere the maguey (or American 
direction the lofty cone of Orizaba— aloe), from which pulque is made, I should 
——“ wearing, like a queen, judge, ata rough estimate, that I saw tens of 

A brilliant crown of everlasting snow ;” thousands of acres planted with this most 

was a sight never to be forgotten by any one | characteristic of Mexican plants. With the 
who had once beheld it. exception, perhaps, of Indian corn, there is 
In the forenoon of the 19th we were per- | probably no one vegetable production in all 
mitted to go ashore. At 6 o’clock A.M. on | Mexico which the people regard as so impor- 
the 20th, I took my place in the railway | tant as the maguey. Thé drink (pulque) ob- 
train destined for the city of Mexico. The | tained from it is believed to be a sovereign 
Spanish name for a railway is ferro-carril. It | remedy for that poverty (or thinness) of blood 
is quite worth while to listen to the rich roll-| caused by the rarefied air of the table-land. 
ing of the two double r’s in this word as pro-} After a passage of 263 miles from Vera Cruz, 
nounced by the Mexicans. our train arrived at the city of Mexico about 
As soon as the train started, its motion|9 P.M. The railway station is some two 


gave us some relief from the suffocating heat | miles from the densely built portion of the 
of Vera Cruz; but we did not experience 


any very decided change in the temperature 
till we approached the base of the mountains 
at some 50 or 60 miles from the coast. In 
this region the air is not only fresh and de- 
lightful, but the traveler sees on every hand 
the rich vegetation of the tropics—planta- 
tions of sugar cane, coffee and bananas, the 
last sometimes covering thousands of acres. 
Here he will meet with almost every kind of 



















city. 

it was to me a surprise and pleasure to see 
electric lights near the Hotel Iturbide, the 
most fashionable and most expensive in the 
city. Asa general rule, the guest takes his 
room (or rooms) at the hotel and his meals at 
a restaurant. I was excellently accommo- 
dated with the former at San Carlos Hotel, 
and with the latter at the English restaurant 
of Mr. Naylor.— Country Gentleman. 


‘and the passenger, if he is wise, will take 









tropical fruit, including oranges, mangoes 
and pineapples, of the most delicious quality. 
From Atoyac, 53 miles from Vera Cruz, the 
ascent becomes much steeper. Atoyac is only 
about 1,500 feet above the sea. In the next 
12 miles (to near Cordova) the ascent is about 
1,200 feet, or 100 feet to a mile. Cordova, 
2,700 feet above the sea, is a couple of miles 
or so from the railway. It was formerly a 
place of some consequence, but, though now 
apparently on the decline, it still has a popu- 
lation of from 9,000 to 10,000. The next 
town of importance is Orizaba, situated not 
very far from the base of the jmountain of 
this name, 82 miles from Vera Cruz, and 
about 4,000 feet above the level of the sea. 
It has a population of about 13,000. Owing 
to the proximity of the great mountain Ori- 
zaba, there is a remarkable change in the 
temperature in this portion of our journey, 


care in advance to have a shawl or overcoat 
near at hand. From the neglect of this pre- 
caution, some have suffered severely from 
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A RETREAT FROM SUMMER SUNBEAMS. 

With the intenser heats of summer comes a 


wild unrest to the dwellers in the sun-smitten 
cities.. They have heard that there are high 
places where the cool waters have reposed for 
ages, where the woods have triumphed in 
their murmurous grandeur, where the free 


winds sweep away malarial vapors, and where 
weary men and women have found it good to 
seek summer repose and mutual help toward 
the higher life. President Garfield once 
stated briefly the truth that the first problem 
of civilization is, “ How shall we get leisure ?” 
Every blow that labor has struck since the 
foundation of the world has this meaning. 
The second problem is “ What shall we do 
with our leisure?” Unless properly used, a 
dreadfully bad thing is leisure. To use it 
well requires a certain culture of mind and 
heart, and an appreciative spirit which can 
accept the rich bounties nature offers. Says 
Emerson, “ He who knows the most, he who 


cold in the ascent to the high table-land—a-| knows what sweets and virtues are in the 


misfortune which, no doubt, is more likely to 
occur in the warm season, as no one swelter- 
ing from the heat of Vera Cruz would be apt 
to suspect that before many hours he might 
keenly feel the need of winter clothing. Hav- 
ing at length reached the high table-land of 
Central Mexico, the traveler observes a won- 
derful change both in scenery and produc- 
tions. The country is in many places com- 


ground, the waters, the plants, the heavens, 
and how to come at these enchantments is 
the rich and royal man.” 

A notable thing is said to have happened 
in this our day, On the grassy, shadowy 
banks of the most western of the New York 
lakes is now being attempted the solution of 
the last of these problems of civilization. The 
general prosperity of our times has given to 


paratively level, and, instead of the planta-| many of our people the means of leisure, and 
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now the gifted and the wise have concentrated 
their forces and to the banks of Lake Cha- 
tauqua have invited those who seek to learn 
the secret of the wise and profitable use of 
the days of leisure which a work-day life 
affords. Shall we go and see what are the 
intellectual and sxsthetic attractions of this 
place which so confidently challenges our ad- 
miration? 

The signs are favorable, we will go. Amid 
the glow and fervor of the heats of the patri- 
otic Fourth, our great trunks are laden with 
the things pertaining to comfort and intel- 
lectual help, and on the unimportant and 
ignoble Fifth we take our flight from com- 
fortable, yet scorching Philadelphia, follow 
the track of the North Penn to Bethlehem, 
and thence along the ever-lovely Lehigh and 
Susquehanna valleys beyond the borders of 
our own State. estward by the Erie road, 
through oil regions, by forest and flood, and 
over ridges of hills we go until at length is 
reached Jamestown, N. Y. Here a steamer 
awaits us, all warm and weary as we are, and 
we embark on the waters of the Chatauqua. 
A quiet tortuous stream it is at first, the mere 
outlet of the generous waters further on. The 


trees rise out of the depths, as it seems, and | ca 


form a luxuriant boundary line to the shadowy 
outlet which gradually widens as we progress 
and the broad waters of the blue lake open 
around us. The rapid movement of the boat 
insures a breeze which soothes away the irri- 
tations of common life, while the fair scenery 
of the lake, worthy a poet’s praise, elevates 
the tone of thought, exhilarates the spirits, 
and inclines the heart to joy and gladness. 
We pass onward, stopping near the south end 
at ,Lakewood, a most attractive grove, hotel 
and cottages; on the east shore, at Bemus 
Point, also pleasant; at Long Point, a long, 
narrow projection of land into the lake, on 
which are growing shadowy trees to its ex- 
tremity, among which are rustic seats that 
seem restful and incline one to linger by the 
gentle waters. Further on, on the west shore, 
we reach the town of Chatauqua where the 
Chatauqua Assembly and the Chatauqua 
Literary and Scientific Circle have their seat. 
This is a most notable point, and has the ad- 
vantage of being well wooded to the water's 
edge. One hundred and fifty acres of wood- 
land are beautifully laid out in parks, walks, 
and carriage drives. The Model of the Holy 
Land, nearly 300 feet in length, lies on the 
borders of the lake, which is supposed to 
represent the Mediterranean Sea. This is 
designed to assist the sluggish imagination of 
the student of Holy Writ who would impress 
on his mind the topography of the region of the 
sacred story. A model of the Jewish Taber- 


nacle makes clear the description of the old 
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sacrificial worship, once deemed acceptable to 
the Divine Being. A sectional model of the 
Great Pyramid explains to all inquiring minds 
the architectural notions of royal Cheops of 
far antiquity. An Amphitheatre seating six 
thousand people is the audience room for the 
expected multitude who are to come hungry 
for knowledge to this astonishing summer 
school of multifarious learning. The “ Brush 
Electric Light” illuminates buildings and 
grounds by night, and all use of intoxicants 
is prohibited upon the grounds or within the 
precincts of Chatauqua. The card-table, the 
dance, and: late hours are forbidden, and 
those who sojourn here are supposed to be 
such only as are willing to live the ideal life 
of virtue and of righteous endeavor after 
moral and intellectual good which the holders 
of this domain deem advisable. 

Very beautiful it looks to-day as we lie for 
a few moments by the landing and get a 
glimpse of the panorama of life as it unfolds 
among the groves and upon the green sward. 
Pretty cottages nestle among the trees, and 
an imposing hotel, bearing the suggestive 
classic name “Atheneum,” offers luxury and 
repose such as only a fully equipped hotel 


n. 
Roller skating, lawn tennis, archery, cro- 
quet, swings, all are here, and the abundance 
of rowing and sailing boats along the beach 
speak of pleasures upon the water, superior 
to any of the recreations on terra firma. The 
Methodist body, I think, predominate at 
Chatauqua, and the moral and religious, as 
well as the educational ideas of that people 
here find expression. We might live under 
their rules without the slightest sense of con- 
straint, for none of their negations are our 
affirmations; but yonder rises a smoothly- 
rounded headland on the northeastern shore 
and to it, Point Chatauqua, we are destined. 

Again the swift steamer cuts the shining 
waters-and we are soon at rest by the landing. 
Here a company of Baptist people, mainly, 
have purchased for themselves a domain of 
goodly size, erected a fine, large hotel, con- 
served and improved a noble grove, reared - 
an array of fine cottage homes, constructed a 
spacious tabernacle for assemblies, ordained a 
series of wholesome entertainments, and in- 
structive lectures, and they call to the com- 
fort-seeking pilgrims of earth to come and be 
taken charge of and be taught the ways of 
wisdom by competent professors of that 
science. Here, instead of native forests, we 
have apple orchards, grassy meads and fruit- 
ful gardens, while a solemn temple of the 
Dryads crowns the heights and speaks of cool 
retreats and gracious musings over the deep 
things of life. 

We land, and stand beside our trunks, 
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laden with hand-packs, entirely at a loss as | will come upon him. On the first sign of the 


to what is best to be done next. The whole 
place seems smiling and friendly, and close 
by the wharf isa group of shadowy trees 
under which some dandelion girls are 
sitting on rustic seats. We turn our steps 
thither, and desire them to instruct us as to 
how we may best obtain shelter and suste- 
nauce at this place. We are told that the 
hotel is spacious and has, as yet, few guests; 
and that almost all the handsome cottages 
before us are prepared for boarders and hope 
for applicants soon. My eye selects the best 
for situation, outside blinds, and verandahs, 
and behold, the young maiden with whom we 
are discoursing is the daughter of the pro- 
prietors, and offers to conduct us thither. We 
find the kindly and cultured family of a 
Baptist minister, and are given the choice 
rooms of the house, commanding near views 
of the lake, and here we rest. 

We have acquaintances at the hotel, which 
occupies the high place of the Point, and im- 
mediately wait upon them, but, for divers 
reasons, prefer the modest beauties of the 
Pease Cottage to the manifold advantages of 
a hotel, which claims to be strictly first-class, 
stands on a site commanding a noble view of 
the lake, and has a lovely back ground of 
forest. 

We trust to abide by the waters, listen to 
the murmur of their wavelets on the strand, 
watch the glories of the sunset, and welcome 
the dawning for many days to come. 

Lake Chatauqua lies diagonally across the 
western end of the State of New York. Its 
head lies to the northeast within nine miles 
of Lake Erie, and its lower extremity is 
twenty miles to the southwest, where its out- 
let finds a way for its waters into the Alle- 
ghany. Weare assured of an elevation of 
1,400 feet above the sea, and the fair shores 
have a tranquil beauty without any very 
striking features. , 

This morning the thermometer at 9 o’clock 
stood at 60°, and a gentle breeze gives an 
atmosphere bracing and stimulating. Twenty 
steamers are plying on the lake, and numer- 
ous rowing and sailing boats are traversing 
the sparkling waters, inviting us to pleasures 
as old as time, yet ever new. S. R. 

Point Chatauqua, Seventh mo. 9th, 1883. 





HOW TO ACT IN A TORNADO. 

Sergeant John P. Finley, Signal-Service 
officer at Kansas City, Missouri, has published, 
in a pamphlet on tornadoes, some useful direc- 
tions concerning the course to be taken to 
escape the dangers of those terrible forces. 
The inhabitant of a tornado-frequented district 
must be watchful in the season of visitations, 
for he can never know when the destruction 


approaching vortex he must run—always to 
the north, unless by going in that direction 
he will have to cross the entire path of the 
storm. If he is nearer to the southern edge 
than to the centre of the probable path, he 
may go south, bearing slightly east ; but in 
no event should he ever run directly to the 
east or northeast. It is impossible to save 
any building that may lie in the path of the 
tornado, or any property that cannot be got 
out of its way. No material, no method of 
construction can be competent to resist the 
raging destruction. Nothing rising above the 
ground can escape it. The most practicable 
measure of precaution is to construct a “ dug- 
out” at some suitable point, within easy dis- 
tance from the house, to serve as a place of 
refuge or shelter. The retreat should be en- 
tirely under-ground, with a roof at least three 
feet thick, not rising above the surface of the 
earth, and entered from the northern or east- 
ern side. A “ cellar-cave” may be constructed 
from the cellar, if the house has one, to serve 
as a substitute for the “dug-out.” It should 
be excavated from the west wall of the cellar, 
toward the west, and should be made as com- 
plete and secure as the “dug-out.” If, how- 
ever, the storm cannot be escaped, if no refu 

is at hand, or there is not time to get to it, 
the safest thing to do is to place one’s self 
against the west wall of the cellar, face for- 
ward, or against the south wall, as near the 
southwest corner as possible. The northeast 
quarter is in any case a fatal position, and 
should always be avoided. If one is actually 
overtaken by the tornado, his only resource is 
to cast himself face downward upon the 
ground, with his head to the east and his 
arms thrown over his head to protect it. If 
a stump or large stone, or anything heavy 
that the wind will not blow over, is near, he 
may get a trifle of protection by throwing 
himself to the eastward of it. If in a house 
with no cellar, he should get into the west 
room, on the ground-floor if possible, and 
away from all stoves and heavy furniture. 
The people of towns might find it to their 
advantage to provide for having a watch, to 
be on duty on all days when the air bears the 
premonitory symptoms of a violent wind- 
storm, to give a signal to the whole popula- 
tion on the appearance of the first real threat- 
ening signs. The signs of the formation and 
approach of a tornado-cloud are distinct and 
sufficiently suggestive to afford opportunity 
for timely ant concerted action. Sergeant 
Finley is continuing his investigations of the 
phenomena of tornadoes, and he has prepared 
three full schedules of minute inquiries call- 
ing for the facts attendant upon the appear- 
ance of the storms, which he sends to persons 
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on the outer edge of the path, and who were 
from ten to one hundred miles from it. 





DANGERS ATTENDING THE USE OF CHLORAL. 

A well-known physician of New York gave 
to a reporter of “'The Tribune ” the following 
statement. 


Chloral hydrate stands first in the list of 
hypnotics and to overcome pure and simple 
sleeplessness is without a rival. When it first 
came into use much was expected which ex- 
perience has failed to verify. It is not to any 
extent an anodyne; it is simply the best hyp- 
notic known and the most deadly. Theopium 
habit is easily acquired, indeed, to some tem- 
peraments its cautious medicinal use is peril- 
ous, from the readiness with which the drug 
is resorted to in every trifling illness, and the 
fatal habit formed. But it needs no bitter 
season of pain and suffering to become habit- 
uated to the use of chloral. So softly, so 
gently, so gradually does its subtle, fatal 
chains bind its victim that he only realizes its 

wer when too late to break the bonds which 

ind him. Chloral is resorted to for an ordi- 
nary attack of insomnia, and, perhaps small 
doses are taken for a few days, the result 
being sound, refreshing sleep, with none of 
the evil results common to other narcotics. 
The period of sleeplessness past, which may 
be the result of overwork, business anxiety, 
or nervous prostration, the drug is abandoned, 
and all goes well for a time. Sooner or later 
sleeplessness returns; chloral is resorted to, 
kept up for a longer time and taken in larger 
doses. It is again abandoned for a time, only 
to resume its sway, and so slowly and surely 
the habit is formed that renders sleep impossi- 
ble without chloral, which like all narcotics, 
must be increased in quantity as the system 
becomes habituated to its poisonous effects. 

The larger class of victims of the chloral 
habit are men who lead sedentary lives, and 
who, from temperament and the nature of 
their work, are peculiarly liable to suffer from 
sleeplessness. nn of the most notable ex- 
amples of the baneful effects of the chloral 
habit was Dante Gabriel Rossetti, who, during 
the latter years of his life, was accustomed to 
take enormous doses, reaching a total of 
nearly one hundred and eighty grains daily. 
For many years he took chloral regularly, at 
first in small quantities, but gradually in- 
creased the dose until his power of resistance 
was gone. His life was darkened by a power 
he fought against in vain. His latter days 
were spent in solitude. He became a recluse 
and a hypochondriac, filled with groundless 
fears for himself, cherishing unfounded sus- 
picions against his best friends and admirers. 
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“who were within the path of one, who were! Dr. Maudsley, the great English alienist, 





stigmatizes chloral as “chrystallized hell,” 
and condemns its use, even in disease, except 
to tide over some pressing emergency; and 
there is certainly an increasing reluctance on 
the part of physicians to prescribe chloral ex- 
cept in exceptional cases. 

Unlike opium, there are, as a rule, no un- 
pleasant effects, no reaction following the use 
of chloral. It simply produces perfect sleep, 
or the best possible imitation of dreamless 
rest, with no headache or sickness as a re- 
minder that the slumber has been purchased 
and the debt must be paid for. It is paid 
later on and the interest demanded is health, 
hope and often life itself. / 

OUR COUNTRY. 
BY JOHN GREENLEAF WHITTIER, 
We give thy natal day to hope, 
O Country of our love and prayer! 


Thy way is down no fatal slope, 
But up to freer sun and air! 
















Tried as by furnace-fires, and yet 
By God’s grace only stronger made, 
To meet new tasks before thee set 
Thou shalt not lack the old-time aid. 


The fathers sleep; but men remain 
As wise, as true and brave as they 
Why count the loss and not the gain! 
The best is that we have to-day. 


* * * * * * 


From the warm Mexic Gulf, or where, 
Belted with flowers, Los Angeles 
Basks in the semi-tropic air, 
To where Katahdin’s cedar trees 


Are dwarfed and bent by northern winds, y 
Thy plenty’s horn is yearly filled ; 

Alone, the rounding century finds 
Thy liberal soil by free hands tilled. 


A refuge for the wronged and poor, 
Thy generous heart has borne the blame 
That, with them, through thy open door, 
The Old World’s evil outcasts came. 


But, with thy just and equal rule, 
And labor’s need and breadth of lands, 
Free press and rostrum, church and school, 
Thy sure, if slow, transforming hands 


Shall mould even them to thy design, 
Making a blessing of the ban ; 

And Freedom’s chemistry combine 
The alien elements of man. 


The power that broke their prison bar 
And set the dusky millions free, 
And welded in the flame of war 
The Union fast to Liberty, 


Shall it not deal with other ills, 
Redress the red man’s grievance, break 
The Circean cup which shames and kills, 
And Labor full requittal make? 


Alone to such as fitly bear 

Thy civic honors bid them fall, 
And call thy daughters forth to share 
The rights and duties pledged to all? 











| 
| 
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No lack was in thy primal stock, 
No weakling founders builded here ; 
Thine were the men of Plymouth Rock, 
The Huguenot and Cavalier. 


And they whose firm endurance gained 
The freedom of the souls of men, 


Whose hands, unstained with blood, main- 


tained 
The swordless commonwealth of Penn. 


* * * * * * 
Great without seeking to be great 
By fraud or conquest, rich in gold, 
But richer in the large estate 
Of virtue which thy children hold, 


With peace that comes of purity, 
And strength to simple justice due: 

So runs our loyal dream of thee ; 
God of our fathers !—make it true! 


O land of lands! to thee we give 

Our prayers, our hopes, our service free; 
For thee thy sons shall nobly live, 

And at thy need shall die for thee! 
Seventh Month ith, 1883. 


——__—_—~ee 
‘‘ aS THY DAY SO SHALL THY STRENGTH BE.” 
BY THOMAS DRIFFILL. 


O God, I cease my prayer, 
That thou would’st give me strength to bear 
The evil of my lot, its grief and care ; 


I do not ask for light 
More than thou givest to my sight; 
Be it as thou dost will, or dark or bright. 


For light enough to me 
Is given my present way to see, 
And for the rest I leave it all to thee. 


And strength enough each day 
Is given to walk upon that way, 
And bear the burden thou dost on me lay. 


Thou, Lord, hast done thy part, 

Most bounteous giver that thou art ; 

I will do mine henceforth with stouter heart. 
—Christian Union. 





NATURAL HISTORY STUDIES. 

The Old World Bats.—Passing by those 
families of bats, which are found alike in the 
Old World and the New, we will at present 
confine our atttention to the two families 
which belong exclusively to the Eastern 
hemisphere. 

These are the horseshoe bats, or the Rhino- 
lophide, and the fruit-eating bats, or Pteropo- 
dide. 

The horseshoe bats are so named on ac- 
count of their curious nasal appendages, 
which have a fanciful resemblance, in form, 
to a horseshoe. These nose-leaves are, how- 
ever, so intricately folded and doubled on 
each other that the name conveys little idea 
of their wonderful expansion. They are in- 
tended to increase the amount of surface for 
the nerves of touch, and they are so convo- 
luted that they resemble a double flower 








much more than a horseshoe. These organs 
aid the sense of sight so largely that the bats 
can find the beetles, on which they feed, when 
it is so dark that other species have retired 
to their hiding places. They are the most 
sensitive of all bats, and some individuals are 
found with a beautiful and brilliant covering 
of golden fur. The Golden Mole of Africa 
is another instance of such a richly-colored 
fur found among mammals. 

The fruit-eating bats are the largest ani- 
mals of the whole group of chiroptera. They 
are very abundant in parts of Africa, India, 
Australia, and many of the islands of the Pa- 
cific and Indian Oceans. They are sometimes 
even seen in broad day light, in flocks which 
take hours in passing. When they alight, 
they usually hang head downwards, holding 
on to the branch by the large curved claws 
of their hind feet. Like the sloths, they 
climb well along the under side of branches, 
and in this manner, they proceed quite rap- 
idly. They are voracious feeders, and devas- 
tate the fruit orchards and gardens on which 
they descend. The fruits mentioned as being 
preferred by them, are cocoa nuts, bananas, 
plantains, mangosteens, mangoes, wild 
almonds, figs, jambus, guavas, custard apples, 
as well as ripe peaches and pears. They are 
not satisfied with any thing inferior, and will 
taste and reject until the ripest and best are 
reached. The amount they can destroy seems 
almost incredible. In three hours one was 
found to have eaten double its own weight of 
fruit. They are also yery fond of a drink 
made from the juice of | the wounded 
Spathes, of the cocoanut and other palms, 
of which one. tree will sometimes yield as 
much as one hundred pints in twenty-four 
hours. The effect of drinking this toddy or 
palm wine, is as disgusting and injurious to 
the bats as itis to men. They return home. 
in the morning in a state of extreme and 
riotous intoxication, or are found the next 
day at the foot of the tree, like other drunk- 
ards, in a state of helpless imbecility, sleeping 
off the effects of their midnight debauch. 
They are frequently very quarrelsome with 
each other and at such times utter screams of 
petulance. They are, however, not wanting in 
intelligence, me can be readily domesticated. 
The eye is large, with a round pupil like that 
of a dog, and the expression is so similar that 
it is no wonder they are known as Flying 
Dogs and Flying Foxes. They are also 
called Goblin Bats, and Rousettes, the Java- 
nese species being known as Kalongs. 

One of these was kept alive in the Phila- 
delphia Museum (well known to our fathers 
and mothers as Peale’s Museum) for several 
years, and was perfectly tame and gentle 
towards persons it knew, but disliked stran- 
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rs. During the voyage from Batavia to 
ae it was fed on boiled rice, sweet- 

ened with sugar, and on its arrival at the 
museum, it ate every kind of fruit which hap- 
pened to be in season, and also occasionally 
picked the bones of a boiled fowl with avidity, 
showing that it could learn to taste animal 
food as well as fruit. 


Some years ago, a specimen was to be seen 
at the logical Gardens, but it has now 
disappeared. 

In Egypt, members of one species have 
taken up their abode in the Pyramids, as if 
to confer life‘on these monuments of the past. 

GRACE ANNA LEWIS. 


How beautiful this world would be, if we 
always saw God in it as our friend and father ; 
if we saw him in the rising and closing day; 
in the events of life, stern and sad, or gay and 
joyful; in the birth of the little child and 
the departure of the dear father, mother, 
friend! If we saw immortal love in all things, 
how joyful would work become, how easy all 
our duty grow, how simplified the problems 
of life ! That would be the coming of the 
kingdom of God, the reign of the Prince of 
Peace. The essence of the Bible from begin- 
ning to end is this great hope for humanity. 
This gives to it its undying power over human 
hearts. It is not its Orthodoxy or its Liberal- 
ism, but its faith in a God who is the All in 
All, the everlasting Faith, without whom not 
a breath is breathed, and not a sparrow falls 
to the ground.—James Freeman Clarke 


ITEMS. 


THE oat crop bids fair to be large. Illinois 
alone, the State which devoted 2,461,655 acres 
to oats last year, and produced one-fifth the 
oat-crop of the United States, expects in 1883 
to show a yield of considerable over 100,000,000 
bushels of oats. 


THE value of the gold coinage at the mint 
in Philadelphia during the past year was 
$7,729,982.50 ; ‘silver coinage, $12,325,470.15; 
minor coins, $1,428,307.16. The actual wastage 
at the mint, upon the operations on the pre- 
cious metals, was $830.12, while the ieee al- 
lowance was $89,311.38. 


TEN years ago the Wyoming Stock Growers’ 
Association was organized with ten members, 
representing 25,000 cattle worth $500,000. The 
membership now numbers about 100, repre- 
senting 1,000,000 cattle, worth $30,000,000. 
Last year 200,000 head were sent to market, 
netting the owners about $1,000,000. 


THE total visible supply of cotton for the 
world is 2,493,525 bales, of which 1,722,625 
bales are American, against 215,840 bales and 
1,187,750 bales respectively last year. The re- 
ceipts of cotton at all the interior towns are 
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8,543 bales; receipts from plantations 1872 
bales. The crop in sight is 6,880,623 bales. 


THE new Green Mountain Railroad up Mt. 
Desert is 6,300 feet long, and is like the road 
up Mount Washington, except that it is laid 
on the ground, and in many places is bolted 
down to the rock ledges. In one place the 
— rises one foot in three for 500 feet. A 
ittle steamer, Wauwinet, from Newburyport, 
has been — on Eagle Lake, part way up 
the side of the mountain. A new three-story 
hotel has been built on the summit, 1,800 feet 
above the sea level. 


OVER 1,200 trunks were moved at the Broad 
Street Station on Saturday ; 1,500 are consid- 
ered a fair day’s work. Last year 300,000 were 
checked out and as many more received. In 
August the average is 1,600 trunks outward 
and 1,000 received. The biggest day’s work 
at the station was on the day before the last 
Fourth of July, when 2,500 were checked out 
andin. Great care is now taken with every 
trunk, and between this city and New Orleans 
each one is receipted for ten times, once with 
every change. Of the 300,000 sent out last 
year none were lost. 


THE new law reducing the rates of postage 
will go into effect on the first of October next, 
and the authorities are now engaged in the 
work of preparing the new stamps. The law 
substitutes two cents per half ounce on letters 
for three cents, the present rate. The old 
three cent stamp will be abolished, and in its 
stead will be issued a two cent stamp of new 
design. The form of the new stamp has already 
been decided upon. It contains a tablet upon 
which is a profile of Washington, similar to 
that on the present three cent stamp. Sur- 
rounding the profile is an oval band, and in 
the upper part of the band the words “United 
States postage.’”’ Beneath the band is a large 
‘2. and at the extreme bottom of the tablet 
the words ‘‘Two cents.’’ The present two 
cent stamp, with the head of Jackson thereon, 
will be discontinued after the 1st of October 
next. The vignette on the new cent is copied 
from the life cast used in making Houdon’s 
statue of Washington. Several designs for a 
new four cent postage stamp have also been re- 
ceived by the Post Office Department, but 
none have as yet been selected. This stamp is 
also to be issued on the Ist of October next, 
and is meant for use on double-weight letters. 


NOTICES. 


TEMPERANCE CONFERENCE, 


A Conference on Temperance will be held at 
Friends’ Meeting-house, Schuylkill, on First- 
day, the 29th inst., at 3 P. M., under the care 
of the Yearly Meetings’ Committee on Tem- 
perance for Philadelphia Quarterly Meeting. 

Train leaves Thirteenth and Callowhill sts. 
at 8.30 A. M., and returns to the city at 6.35 
P.M. Fare, $1.15. All areinvited. 


QUARTERLY MEETINGS. 
Seventh mo. 24th, a at London Grove, 


Pa. 
Westbury, Westbury, L. I. 
» 3lst, Concord, Concord, Pa. 


a. 
Seventh mo. 26th, Caln, at E. Caln 
“oc “ 





